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Wise, Chap. 1  

1. Wise begins by drawing on Raymond Williams’ definition of “culture.” What does it mean that 
“culture is ordinary”? 
 
2. Wise draws on E.P. Thompson’s revision of Williams by saying that culture is “a whole way of 
struggle.” What does this mean? 
 
3. How does Wise distinguish between “mass culture” and “popular culture”? Provide an 
example that illustrates the difference.  
  
4. Wise says that “what we do” with cultural products is “make meaning.” Wise also says that 
“meaning is not inherent in a text, but has to be produced.” What do these quotes mean? How 
do we do this?  
  
5. On pg. 9-10, Wise cites de Certeau by saying that popular culture is the “art of making do.” 
He then discusses this as “acts of cultural resistance and containment.” What does this mean? 
Provide an example of how you use popular culture to “make life bearable and maintain your 
identity.”  
  
6. Wise uses the term “territory” to describe cultural processes. What is a “territory”? What is 
“de- territorialization” and “re-territorialization”? Provide an example of how you use media to 
de- and re- territorialize?  
  
7. How does Wise define “power”? What are the different types of power that Wise identifies on 
pg. 17? What does it mean that “cultural power is the ability to define a situation”?  
  
8. What is “ideology”? Identify a particular ideology and show how its dominance is reinforced. 
What is “hegemony”? How does it function?  

Croteau and Hoynes, Chap. 1 

1. How does the chapter define “media”? Be prepared to articulate a definition of “media”.  

2. Why, according to the chapter, does the distinction between “mass” and “interpersonal” media 
need refinement? Why are the lines between the two “blurring”?  

3. Why do we need a new model for the relations between media and the social world? Why, for 
example, have “receivers” become “users”? Why isn’t it as relevant to talk about media as “old” 
and “new”?  

4. How does the chapter define “structure” and “agency”? What does it mean that “structure” 
and “agency” are in “tension”? What is the difference between a “structure” and an “institution”?  

5. Pay attention to the "model of media and the social world”: fig. 1.5. Choosing a specific media 
as an example, show how it works through each of the 5 aspects of the model. 


